The surgeon as a prognostic factor in endocrine surgical diseases.
As with all subspecialties, the endocrine surgeon offers more than just improved technical expertise in the treatment of endocrine surgical disease. An understanding of the disease, and an ability to interpret investigations and surgically intervene with minimal morbidity allow for better patient care. Outcomes of endocrine surgical diseases are measured by the success of the operation at relieving the endocrinopathy and the ability of the surgeon to find the tumor, while at the same time minimizing the postoperative morbidity. Each of these factors has been considered when assessing the role of specialized expertise in endocrine surgical disease. The recurrence and survival data for these tumors, however, are not forthcoming and, therefore, the limitations of the existing literature must be acknowledged.